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Dear Josh!

It has been a terribly long time since I began wanting to talk
with you. I wished I could, as in former times, take a plane to come up
to Stanford and be with you at least for a few hours., I am natively a
bad letter writer, but lately even a first class letter writer would have
had some trouble in my shoes, I had no doubt that I would meet with some
difficulties during the initial period in Montpellier. This foresight
turned out to have been very enlightened but the type of difficulties I
actually met with were not those that I expected. For one thing, in the
intervening years during my stay in the States, a trend, no doubt already
present in France before I left, has become s0 accentuated that I did not
feel I could put up with it; namely the trend, encouraged by the government,
to increase the authority of a hierarchy of pure administrators to such an
extent that the professional leaders in civil service are deprived of
basic features of authority. This is particularly intolerable in
scientific research, I have therefore started a campaign against our
local CNRS administrator and, beyond his particular case, against the
statute of administrators in government sponsored scientific research.
Locally a modus vivendi that seems acceptable has been reached, although
no fundamental change was granted, ©On the national scale the result of
our camnalgn is yet to be felt, A second major difficulty that I met with
here concerned laboratory svace, I seem to have been successiul in my
attempts at getting a separate building built, although the final and
official decisions are not yet in hand,

WARLEREN

As to building up the laboratory, one aspect of it is to try to
create a scientific milieu here that will make Montpellier scientifically
livable, from the point of view of easily available professicnal contacts.
Cne means of multiplying these contacts is to try to get here some
American scientists to visit Montpellier for periods of various lengths,
Some time ago Tlie wrote me that he did not get along with Elliot and that



for that reason he was determined to leave Stanford this soring, although

he was not sure which of several possible jobs he would try to get, I

wrote back that I would be absolutely delighted if he could come to
Montpellier for a time, orovided that this suggestion of mine would in no

ways influence his decision concerning his ties with you at Stanford,

Tlie wrote back that he could give me every assurance that hig decision

to leave Stanford was irrevocable and that I could put my mind at rest with
respect to my fears that I might in some sense divert him from your department.,
He al so emphasized that nothing was changed in his personal relations with

you and in his feelings toward you.

It turned out to be nossible to have Elie invited by the Faculte
de Sciences of Montpellier as a Professeur d'Echange for two months this
late spring, beginning on May lst, Only after this invitation was launched
did 1 discover that I had misunderstood Elie and that his gppointment at
Stanford would normally have come to an end only by the end of June,
I was erroneously under the impression that Elie had already moved out of
the genetics department and had no more official duties inthe department,
By rereading his letters I see now that he Gid write me that he wculd be
paid until %he end of June, but what seems to have determined my impression
and created the misunderstandipg is that in the same letter he said that he
no longer had any laboratory ggace and was‘%sgkfig"ii&ﬁo£éj§g%‘%%é"
considerably upset to learn about this misunderstanding, since as things are
I seem to be doing, to whatever slight degree, exactly what [ of course
considered the last thing to do, namely having anything to do with the time
that Elie was connected with the genetics department, [ must say that [
find it extremely disagreeable to think that Elie has been offered here an
appointment before his time with you had actually run out, Ilie has
recently written to me that there aresome difficulties with the dates that
were prooosed to him by the Faculte de Sciences, from the point of view of
the Faculte de Sciencew the dates cannot be postponed on account of the fact
that the school year comes to an end at the, end of June, If it turned out
that vou had actually wanted Elie to be with you in May and June, I would
nevaer pardon myself to suggest a different solution and I would certainly
nropose that his g pointment in Montnellier be called off for reasons of
"force majeure", Flease do 1=t me know your true feslings about the matter!

How much I wished I had some hopes that someday, when we are
through the '"haroic nariod" of trying to build up a lab, and M ntpellier
has scientifically a little more to offer than right now, you and fFsther
might in turn accept to visit us here as visiting orofessors!

Y Receantly I saw Piotr Slonimski who inthe absence of Zphrussi
etsnssbady directing the laboratory of Genetigue Physiologique atugif sur
Yvette, To my great surorise [ found out that he was in the process of
feeding into a computer much the same kind of nrogram for compuring
nolypeptide sequences as you e had done. [ told him about our preject
in this connection, I feel that only a relatively small amount of
suprlsmentary work was rejuired to reach some worth while result, especially
with resvect to the study of neighboring residues 1 to L positions removed
from the refersnce residue. If I had not been scientifically incapacitated



by the task of setting up a lab and, first and foremost, improving the very
basis for setting up a lab here, I would already have restudied your
results and written to you about it, As matters stand, I wonder what you
think we should do, I guess it would be in a way a pity to have vut some
effort into this work without bringing it to a fruitful voint, If your
1MPression coincides with mine that such a fruitful point might not be far
off (it may do to feed a few more saquences into the comnuter), then would
it not be advisable to quickly carry on the work and then get in touch with

Slonimski, exchange our results, and decide about publishing either with
3lonimski or ssparately?

S0 far I have been unable to contact Luca, But I intend to do s0
these days and to ask him whether I might conceivably pay him a short visit

in Pavia between April 15 and 20th in order to discuss some juestions of
protein evclution,

Jane and I are sending you and #sther notre plus chaleursuse
penseelt
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